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In December, 2016, a tremendous team of JHSM volunteers spent an evening 
answering phones, raising funds for Detroit Public Television and introducing a 
new audience to the Jewish Historical Society of Michigan, during the station’s 

Jewish Heritage Night. Pictured are, bottom row (l to r): Larry Gunsberg, Neil 
Gorosh, Zelda Gechter, Susan Weinstock. Top row (l to r): WTVS volunteer, Robert 

Kaplow, Dennis Frank, Estelle Snyder, WTVS Volunteer, Risha Ring.

Chuck Domstein is JHSM vice 
president and chair of the 
Yearbook Committee. The 

“Yearbook Show & Tell” is one of 
four Speakers-Bureau programs 

offered throughout the state.

2016 will be forever remembered in JHSM history 
as the year of baseball. Exhibition and Season 
Opener chairs, Cathy and James Deutchman, 
championed this endeavor, which not only raised 
important funds for JHSM but also generated 
tremendous interest in the work of our organization.

Neil Gorosh, as 
pictured in his senior 
year of high school, 
Southfield Lathrup, 
1973. The book is 

among the more than 
1,800 in the JHSM 

Yearbook Collection.
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Shir Shalom students Ella Blank, Isabella Cimmino, Aaron Weiskopf, 
and Aiden Weissman participate in the Traveling Trunk Lesson 3.

Newsletter '17 copy.indd   9 5/2/17   9:36 AM



10

Discover More
O C C A S I O N A L

P A P E R

The Chasing Dreams: Baseball & Becoming American exhibition, brought to Detroit by the Jewish 
Historical Society of Michigan, included national and regional stories of how baseball helped minority 

and immigrant communities assimilate to American life. Visitors were greeted by this giant wall of 
baseball images, set against the backdrop of the old Tiger Stadium at Michigan and Trumbull. 
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A reproduction of the first American 
sports publication, The Official 

Baseball Record, published in 1886, 
included an image of Lipman Pike, 
a nineteenth-century baseball star 
who is considered the first Jewish 

professional player.

The All-American Girls’ Professional Ball League, 
based in Chicago, was an association of eight 

baseball clubs owned and operated 
by local civic and industrial leaders on a 

community, non-profit basis, mostly in the 
Midwest. The league lasted from 1943 to 1954 

and teams played a 126-game season on a 
diamond slightly smaller than the men’s. In 
1948, players earned from $55 to $100 per 

week. There were two teams in Michigan: the 
Muskegon Lassies and the Grand Rapids Chicks, 
who won the league championship in 1953. A 
replica of the Grand Rapids Chicks uniform is 

pictured. Photo courtesy of Elayne Gross.
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The late Mike Ilitch played baseball 
throughout high school, in the 

Marines, and with the Tigers farm sys-
tem. An injury halted his career but 

led to the fulfillment of his American 
dream after he opened his first Little 
Caesar’s pizza shop and went on to 
become one of America’s most suc-
cessful businessmen. He purchased 
the Detroit Tigers in 1992.  Courtesy 

Ilitch Holdings Corporate Archive.

The Washington Progressives baseball 
team, circa 1920, based at the Hannah 

Schloss Memorial Building, the de 
facto Jewish Community Center of the 
early twentieth century, was depicted 

as a representation of the many teams 
that emanated from the Jewish 

community. Courtesy of the Leonard 
N. Simons Jewish Community 

Archives, Small Collections, Walter P. 
Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and 
Urban Affairs, Wayne State University.
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Discover More
O C C A S I O N A L

P A P E R

Windsor’s Congregation Shaar Hashomayim, built in 1929, features stunning 
stained glass windows, pew seating and separate seating areas for men and women.
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This building served as Congregation Shaarey Zedek’s home from 
1906-1957 and was the focal point for Windsor’s Jewish community.

In 1918, an Orthodox Talmud Torah 
was built on the corner of Aylmer 

and Tuscarora, near Shaarey Zedek. 
The building was also home to 

a Zionist center for Labor Zionist 
families. A 1949 interior fire ended 

its use as a school; in 1952, the 
property became a Jewish funeral 

chapel serving all of Windsor's 
synagogues, now named the Rachel 

Kaplan Hebrew Memorial Chapel.

Courtesy Freeds of Windsor

The “Shaar” has beautiful 
stained-glass windows 

depicting Jewish holidays, 
rituals, and life-cycle events.
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